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EDITORIAL

Grassroots Conceptions of Democracy 
in the Global South

One of this journal’s primary commitments has been to represent the 
Global South, while attending to the need to continually critique political 
praxis. Three of the articles in this double issue are consistent with this 
thrust. Trent Brown’s account of participatory rural development in 
Tamil Nadu, Mathieu John’s analysis of digital activism in war-torn 
Syria, and Dennis Blanco’s challenges for those combatting human 
trafficking, all emphasize the need to perennially rethink the givens 
of various forms of activism. All three articles, moreover, implicitly or 
explicitly, theorize concepts of popular participation, and democracy. 

Speaking of democracy, STJGS is also proud to publish Patricio 
Abinales’s critique of the political science discipline in the Philippines—a 
discipline that, Abinales argues, has barely grasped ethnographic, 
ground-up articulations of democratic politics. I hope that Abinales’s 
critique of political science, alongside the ethnographically informed 
articles discussed above may aid in reformulating that ways in which 
we theorize political participation in the Global South. 

Finally, this issue ends with an interview on the presidency of 
the popular/ist Philippine president, Rodrigo Roa Duterte. Unlike 
previous accounts of Duterte, this interview with Jose Jowel Canuday, 
focuses on Duterte as a product of a peculiar local political context. By 
introducing readers to Duterte’s background as mayor of Davao City, 
we hope to remind readers of the cliché about all politics being local. 

On a personal note, this is my last issue as editor of this journal, and 
I would like to thank our staff and the Ateneo de Manila University 
for the much-needed support.
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