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About the cover: With climate change upon us, stronger and more frequent typhoons and sea level
rise threaten the survival of both mangroves and communities along the Philippine coasts. Mangroves
are special trees that help buffer our coasts and efficiently absorb excess carbon dioxide from the
air. However, mangrove forests have been decimated through decades of clearing and unsustainable
human activities. Looking past the short-sighted gains, coastal communities and local governments
now know that they need the living fortresses, sustainable food, and valuable products and services that
mangrove ecosystems provide. Good governance is key to restoring the resilience of mangrove habitats
and improving the plight of communities that depend on them.

Highlighted (in dark green) on the Philippine map are the eight provinces of Southern Luzon that are
featured in the following Proceedings. The icons show the relative status of the mangrove forests per
province—from healthy to degraded. Also highlighted (in light green) are Northwestern Luzon provinces
that were featured in the 1t Mangrove Summit Proceedings.
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